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This issue of Texas Libraries covering the three months of Janu- 
ary, February, and March, of this year contains news notes regarding 
public library activities in fifty-five Texas towns and cities. This 
number does not include the items concerning school, college, and 
university libraries. Neither does this number include the items re- 
garding special libraries nor libraries not open to the entire local 
public. These fifty-five places do not represent the public lhbrary 
activities of the entire State. Some of the strongest public libraries 
in Texas as well as many of the smaller ones are not mentioned in 
these news notes of the past three months. 

The following statements apply only to the towns and cities rep- 
resented in this issue, and they should not be taken as representing 
the library activity of the whole State. 

In three of these fifty-five places new libraries have been started. 
Bay City has started a free public library, and Loraine and Manor 
have started subscription libraries. Four of these fifty-five places 
are making efforts to secure a library building: Jacksonville is erect- 
ing a building paid for entirely by the city, Francitas is raising funds 
for a building, and Plainview and Vernon have taken up with the 
Carnegie Corporation the question of securing a Carnegie building. 
Five of these fifty-five places, Austin, Beaumont, Robstown, Seguin 
and Victoria, have no public library facilities at present, but they 
are agitating the question more or less. Eleven of these fifty-five 
places have Carnegie buildings: Ballinger, Belton, Cleburne, Dallas, 
Gainesville, Greenville, San Antonio, Sulphur Springs, Stamford, 
Tyler and Waco. Galveston, Lockhart and Waxahachie own library 
buildings erected from endowments. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY ACCESSIONS. 

Since the last issue of Texas Libraries the Shakespeare Club of 
Dallas has sent in a traveling library to the Commission and Mrs. 
W. T. Spencer of Marshall, president of the third district of the 
Texas Federation of Woman’s Clubs, has sent in four. The follow- 
ing 37 clubs have sent in one dollar each for the purchase of books 
for the traveling library collection: Angleton, Woman’s Study Club; 
Brady, Tuesday Book Club; Brownwood, City Federation ; Columbus, 
Civic Club; Comanche, Study Club; Corsicana, XIX Century Otub, 
XX Century Club; Dallas, Shakespeare Club, Woman’s Forum; 
Denison, XXI Club; Denton, Ariel Club, Women’s Shakespeare 
Club; Dublin, Woman’s Thursday Club; Ft. Worth, Euterpean Club, 

Federated Clubs, Monday Book Club, 93 Club, Penelope Club, 
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Woman’s Wednesday Club; Gainesville, XLI Club; Haskell, Maga- 
zine Club; Hearne, Shakespeare Club; Itasea, Ruskin Club; Jeffer- 
son, 1881 Club, Wednesday Musie Club; Marshall, City Federation, 
Woman’s Club; McKinney, Owl Club; Paris, Tatus Club; Pittsburg, 
Civic League; Port Arthur, Port Arthur Department Club, W. S. I. 
Club; Sweetwater, Saturday Club; Vernon, Home Science Club; 
Waco, Shakespeare Club; Weatherford, 20th Century Club; Wills 
Point, Woman’s Wednesday Book Club. 

The books sent in by the various clubs, as well as the books pur- 
chased by the money contributed, will be marked so as to indicate that 
they are the gift of the Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs. 





ACTIVITIES OF THE TEXAS LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION. 
1909-1914 

The law creating the Library and Historical Commission was passed 
in 1909 through the earnest efforts of the Texas Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. They have helped by their support to accomplish 
much that has been done, and their continued interest is essential 
to the greatest success of the work. The library, like the school, is an 
agency for public education. A brief statement of some of the more 
important results accomplished follows: 

Increased Appropriations——The appropriations made by the legis- 
lature for the year 1909-10 amounted to $6,828; the appropriations 
made by the legislature for the year 1914-15 amounted to $15,518. 
Some of the items increased during this period are: 

Books, from $500 to $1,000; salaries, from $2,700 to $5,400; for 
library extension work, from $50 to $200; printing Texas archives, 
from nothing to $1,000. 

The library in 1909 had not a foot of modern shelving; it now has 
over 6,000 feet of the best metal shelving. 

Legislative Reference Work.—Expansion of resources and facili- 
ties has been accompanied by increased service. In the fall of 1910 
legislative reference work was begun. The purpose of this work is 
to procure information that will assist members of the legislature and 
others interested in legislative and current public questions, to make 
investigations for members of the legislature and generally to assist 
them in every way possible with the library’s resources. The service 
has been of much value and is appreciated. The volume of work soon 
outgrew the library’s limited staff, but the University of Texas was 
asked to assist and until recently did so through the School of Govern- 
ment. 

Cataloguing—Up to 1909 the books in the State Library had not 
been classified and catalogued. A trained cataloguer was engaged in 
1911, and a large portion of the books in the library is now classified 
and catalogued. 

Collections of Historical Materials—The State Library by law is 
made the custodian of the State’s historical archives. Very little could 
be done until 1911, when an appropriation was obtained and an archiv- 
ist employed from the Library of Congress. Since then over 70,000 
manuscripts have been transferred to the library from the State De- 
partment, Comptroller’s Department and Adjutant General’s Office. 
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Some valuable collections have been purchased, such as the Reagan 
Papers and the Lamar Papers. Copies of documents relating to the 
history of Texas, aggregating 10,000 pages, have been made in the 
archives at Saltillo, City of Mexico, Habana, London and Seville. 

Work for Southern History—The South has long suffered from 
misrepresentation by historians. This has been due in large degree 
to the fact that the South has done little or nothing to collect and 
make its historical materials available. The collection of materials 
relating to the history of Texas now in the State Library is the most 
complete in existence; but much yet remains to be done. The follow- 
ing carefully prepared volumes have been published by the Library 
and Historical Commission : 

1. Secret Journals of the Senate of the Republic of Texas, 1836- 
1845, edited by the State Librarian. 

2. The Journal of the Secession Convention of Texas, 1861, edited 
by the State Librarian. 

3. A Calendar of the Mirabeau B. Lamar Papers, prepared by 
the Archivist. 


The Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Texas, 1874- 
1907, in two volumes, edited by the State Librarian, is now in press. 


Sending the Library to the People——The admission of books to 
parcel post has greatly increased the lending of books to persons re- 
siding away from Austin. It has been the policy to make the State 
Library’s service state-wide in every way possible. The lending of 
single volumes, or even parcels, does not meet all demands. Fre- 
quent calls are received for traveling libraries (collections of books 
from 50 to 100 volumes). The resources of the State Library being 
unequal to meet this demand, an appeal was addressed to the Texas 
Federation of Women’s Clubs last April, requesting their assistance. 
It met with a favorable response; a good many books have been do- 
nated by friends of the movement; and Texas traveling libraries 
ought to be a reality within a few months. 

Iabrary Extension.—The law creating the Library and Historical 
Commission provides that the Commission ‘‘shall give advice to such 
persons as contemplate the establishment of public libraries in re- 
gard to the maintenance of public libraries, selection of books, cata- 
loguing, and library management.’’ That there is great need for such 
service is attested by the widespread activity in library affairs in this 
State, and by the large number of inquiries received by the State 
Librarian in regard to these matters. Texas has few large libraries 
with trained librarians, but there are many small libraries that need 
help and guidance. The State Library stands in the same relation 
toward these smaller libraries that the Department of Education oc- 
eupies toward the rural schools and smaller school districts. Its duty 
is to furnish guidance where it is most needed in order to make pub- 
lie money vield the best returns. 

Public Libraries ——The growth in the number of public libraries in 
Texas may best be illustrated by an enumeration of the more im- 
portant movements during the past year: 

Plainview public library opened January, 1914. 

Taylor public library opened January, 1914. 
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Ballinger public library opened February, 1914. 

Rosenberg public library opened March, 1914. 

Wharton voted to support a public library March, 1914. 

Archer City public library opened April, 1914. 

San Benito public library opened May, 1914. 

Pecos public library opened July, 1914. 

Gainesville public library occupied new building October, 1914. 

Palestine dedicated new library building October, 1914. 

Oak Cliff branch library occupied new building November, 1914. 

Sherman publie library is erecting a new building. 

Franklin public library opened November, 1914. 

Movements for the establishment of free public libraries are in 

progress in nearly all Texas cities and towns that are not now pro- 

vided with them. The State Librarian, in response to requests, has 

furnished information and assistance in many of these enterprises. 

He has inaugurated and published ‘‘Texas Libraries’’, a periodical 

devoted to the interests of public libraries and their improvement. 
School Libraries —The State Librarian has also assisted in the en- 

couragement of school libraries. He has been active in urging the 

State normal schools to offer courses for teachers that would pre- 

pare them to select children’s books and to administer school libraries. 

He has urged the introduction of courses in library training at the 

University of Texas Summer School, and has helped to secure a county 

free library law that is practicable and adapted to existing condi- 

tions. 





HOW SOME TEXAS TOWNS SWELL THEIR LIBRARY 
FUNDS. 


The library is one institution in a town that every one is interested 
in maintaining. Divers and sundry methods have been employed by 
old and young, gay and dignified, in swelling the local library funds 
of Texas libraries. 

Some towns have proved the theory that the surest way to the 
purse is through the oesophagus. Alvord indulged in a pie supper at 
the high school; Collegeport had a box supper; Belton held a Valen- 
tine candy sale with the added inducement that each book bought from 
the proceeds would be marked with a red heart. 


Other towns have commercialized their histrionie talent. Browns- 
ville gave an operetta. Donna, Runge, and Winnsboro presented 
plays, and various schools have given entertainments consisting of 
drills, musical, and literary programs. A music class in Winnsboro 
gave a benefit library recital. 

Where histrionie talent is not as enterprising, the people have in- 
veigled the moving picture theatres to do their entertaining for 
them. Brenham, Crawford, and Lockhart are some of the places 
where these theatres have become enough interested in the library 
movement to give benefit performances. 

Some towns play while they work. Last year Sulphur Springs 
gave a May Day dance for the library, and this year the library devo- 
tees in Blessing and Francitas have given benefit dances. Taylor 
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gave a Fashion Show, requesting a free will offering of ten cents for 
the library. 

Tag day, public library day, and book showers, have proved popu- 
iar in such places as Brenham, Gainesville, San Benito, and Franklin. 
Midland. is giving a series of weekly teas. Brenham, too, has tried 
the ‘‘Silver tea.’’ 

Perhaps the most unique way of raising library funds is that em- 
ployed by the sghool children of Midway. They are raising in a pen 
nearby the school house a sure enough pig fed on the scraps from 
the children’s lunches. When the pig becomes a huge porker, he will 
be turned into a school library. 

Two other plans that have been suggested but not tried in Texas 
have proved successful elsewhere. One is the publishing of a library 
edition of the local paper. The other, which provides a steadier 
source of revenue, is the turning over of the dog tax to the library. 

Three libraries in Texas are supported by endowment, the Rosen- 
berg Library at Galveston, the Nicholas P. Simms Library at Waxa- 
hachie, and the Eugene Clark Library at Lockhart. The Houston 
Lyceum and Carnegie Library and the Carnegie Library of San An- 
tonio have special endowments for the children’s rooms. 

The most satisfactory source of revenue for the public supported 
library is from a definite tax rate. Corsicana levies for library pur- 
poses a tax of 5 cents on the $100 valuation; El Paso, Fort Worth, 
and, recently, Waco levy a tax of 2 cents on the $100 valuation; and 
Dallas and San Antonio levy a tax of 1% cents. In this way the 
library’s funds keep pace with the development of the city and the 
library is enabled to progress as the city progresses. 





SYNOPSIS OF THE NEW COUNTY LIBRARY LAW. 

The County Free Library Law as passed and signed by the Gov- 
ernor is a compromise on House Bill 415, introduced by Represen- 
tative George W. Dayton of Cooke County, and Senate Bill 147, in- 
troduced by Senator O. S. Lattimore of Tarrant County. The house 
bill was the more comprehensive and followed very closely the Cali- 
fornia County Free Library Law. In the compromise some of its 
provisions were left out and still others changed. 

The Gainesville Register of March 29, 1915, comments editorially 
as follows: 

Miss Lillian Gunter, Gainesville’s popular librarian, is delighted 
over Representative Dayton’s success in securing the final passage of 
his public library bill. Miss Gunter was one of the original advocates 
of such a measure and she advised with Mr. Dayton and aided him 
with her good counsel and suggestions, throughout the contest, in 
preparing and passing the bill. Mr. Dayton, with his usual business 
characteristics and never failing efforts, championed the measure and 
stood by it until he was rewarded with success for which future gen- 
erations, as well as the present, will call him blessed, for it is one of 
the most meritorious, educational and semi-philanthropic measures 
written into law that has been passed by a Texas Legislature for 
many years. 

The Register congratulates Representative Dayton on his mani- 
fested interest and commendable achievement in securing the passage 
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of his bill, and at the same time doffs its hat to Miss Gunter for her 
earnest and devoted efforts in behalf of that commendable measure. 

A synopsis of the main provisions of the law follows: 

Kinds of libraries—Four ways are provided by which library privi- 
leges may be secured: (1) A separate county free library may be 
established at the county seat; (2) Any incorporated city or town 
maintaining a library may become a part of the county free library 
system; (3) A county free library of one county may extend its 
privileges to another county that has no county library; and (4) A 
free public library of any incorporated town or city may assume the 
functions of a county library. 

How to establish a county library—When petitioned so to do by 
twenty-five per cent or more of the qualified voters of that part of a 
county that is to be affected, the commissioners’ court shall order an 
election. This election shall be held not earlier than fifteen nor later 
than sixty days from the date of the order, and it is to be governed 
by the law regulating local option elections. A two-thirds affirmative 
vote is necessary to carry the election. If a two-thirds vote is favor- 
able, the commissioners’ court shall proceed to establish and provide 
for the maintenance of a county free library. 

How to secure library privileges under the other three methods— 
The commissioners’ court of any and all counties and all library 
boards are permitted to enter into contracts, deciding upon their own 
terms. 

Maintenance—A tax not to exceed six mills on the $100 valuation 
must be levied upon all property outside of incorporated cities and 
towns maintaining free public libraries, and upon all property within 
incorporated cities and towns which have elected to become a part 
of such county free library system. This tax is in addition to all 
other taxes. 

Library Board—The library board is to consist of three members, 
the county superintendent or the ex-officio county superintendent, 
who is to be chairman, and two other members appointed by the com- 
missioners’ court. They are to serve for four years without salary. 

Librarian—The librarian is to be appointed by the commissioners’ 
court from the name or names submitted by the library board. The 
librarien is chosen for four years. The salary is to be determined 
at the beginning of each year by the commissioners’ court. 

Branches—Branch libraries and stations may be established in the 
various towns and rural schools of the county. 

Farmers’ county public library—Where a farmers’ county publie¢ 
library has been inaugurated it shall continue to operate as such 
until a county library is established. Then the farmers’ library shall 
merge with the county library. 





THE INTER-LIBRARY LOAN SYSTEM IN TEXAS 


While the inter-library loan system is not new to the library pro- 
fession, the extent to which many of the libraries of our State sup- 
plement their resources by borrowing from other libraries will doubt- 
less surprise the majority of Texas citizens. 
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Suppose Mr. Jones in South Texas wants some pointers in regard 
to the marketing of his onion crop. If he cannot find the information 
within the four walls of his local library, he asks the local librarian 
to get it for him elsewhere. Now an éssential test of good librarian- 
ship is to know the best place to get any kind of information as 
quickly as possible. 

The librarian first runs over the libraries within the State to see 
which would be most likely to have this information and which could 
best spare it at this particular time. It may be that all things con- 
sidered the librarian decides it better to send outside the State, per- 
haps to the Library of Congress. 

Of course, a library cannot lend its material promiscuously over 
the country, and each library must formulate regulations best suited 
to its own purposes. The Library of Congress is the most notable 
library outside the State from which Texas libraries borrow. 

In Mr. Jones’ case, Mr. Jones promises to pay all transportation 
charges and the local library promises to be responsible for the safe 
return of the borrowed books. If the librarian is sure that a nearer 
library can lend the book, he writes to it. The public library of St. 
Louis is called upon sometimes by Texas librarians, and the shorter 
distance reduces transportation charges. 

As a profession the Texas librarians feel keenly the need of secur- 
ing adequate library privileges for every citizen of the State re- 
gardless of how far he lives from the city gates. The Biblical injunc- 
tion about its being more blessed to give than to receive is taken liter- 
ally by the more progressive librarians. Until some agency such as 
a county library law is secured to relieve the city librarian of the 
moral responsibility of providing library privileges for those just 
beyond the city gates, the librarians will continue to extend the local 
privileges as far as funds and first duty to taxpayers will permit. 

The inter-library loan plan is one of the means of extending these 
privileges. Another way is lending through schools. Still another 
way is lending directly to individuals outside of the city limits. 

Probably all of the public librarians in Texas are heartily im ac- 
cord with the inter-library loan system, but local conditions such as 
geographical isolation, lack of funds, and the pressing needs-of its 
own readers, prevent some libraries from eo-operating as they would 
like. The Fort Worth Public Library, the San Antonio Carnegie 
Public Library, the Dallas Publie Library, and occasionally the 
Rosenberg Library of Galveston are some of the public libraries that 
both lend to and borrow from other libraries. The University of 
Texas Library, the University of Texas Extension Department, and 
the Texas State Library lend freely through other libraries and 
through schools, and the two latter lend directly to individuals. 

Lending through schools is but another form of the inter-library 
loan idea. The El Paso Public Library shares its books with out- 
siders by lending them through schools. The Honston Lyceum and 
Carnegie Library sends its withdrawn books to the nearby country 
schools, where they are very much appreciated. The teachers in 
the country schools surrounding Waco have access to the Waco Pub- 
lie Library, 

The advisability of lending hooks directly to individuals outside 








Like most topics it has two sides. 
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the city limits is a question frequently discussed among librarians. 


The public libraries of Corsicana, 


El Paso, Houston, Sherman, Waco and oceasionally San Antonio and 
Galveston, lend their books in this way without requiring any sub- 


scription fee. 
within ten miles of the postoffice. 


The Dallas Publie Library lends directly to all living 


Some other libraries of the State 


lend directly to individuals in the county upon the payment of a 


small fee. 


The publie libraries of Cleburne, Gainesville and Tyler 


require a fee of $1 a year; Fort Worth requires 25 cents a quarter. 
The Cleburne Publie Library lends books free to those outside the 
city limits who pay city taxes and also to students of the local col- 
lege. These are some of the ways the librarians of Texas are striving 
to be of service to those who want to be served.—San Antonio Ex- 


press, March 14, 1915. 





NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


Austin. 


The Mayor said he has determined 
as soon as the finances of the city 
permit to start a public free library 
in Austin. At such a time the city 
will have to furnish $5,000 a year 
for the maintenance of such an in- 
stitution, in return for $50,000 
which Andrew Carnegie has offered 
to donate for a building fund.— 
Austin American, January 4, 1915. 

Srate Liprary. The three members 
appointed on the Texas Library ail 
Historical Commission by Governor 
James E. Ferguson are Mrs. Joseph 
B. Dibrell of Seguin, who was also 
a member of the former Commission, 
Mrs. John G. McKay of Temple, and 
Judge O. C. Kirven of Corsicana. 
Hon. W. F. Doughty is the present 
Chairman of the Commission. 

Miss Elizabeth H. West, archivist 
in the State Library, resigned March 
1, 1915, to become librarian of the 
Carnegie Public Library of San An- 
tonio. The Commission unanimous- 
ly adopted a resolution commending 
the work of Miss West while con- 
nected with the State Library. 


Ballinger. 

Daily more interest is being mani- 
fested in the Carnegie Library at 
Ballinger. Through the efforts of the 
Shakespeare Club of the city, several 
hundred books have been received 
and are being lent out to readers of 
Ballinger. Last Saturday approxi- 
mately 70 books left the shelves of 
the institution — Temple Telegram. 
February 18, 1915. 


Bay City. 
Though too modest for blare of 





trumpets, the opening of the doors 
of the free circulating library to the 
public on Saturday afternoon (Feb- 
ruary 20) at the offices of the Public 
Service Company calendars a deci- 
sive step in the intellectual advance 
of Bay City, and the fact was ap- 


preciated evidently, as a _ steady 
stream of interested applicants 
and callers presented themselves 


throughout the hours designated. 

The local management of the Pub- 
lic Service Company has done every- 
thing possible to make the location 
pleasant and convenient in the grant- 
ing space for the large bookcase pro- 
vided by the circulating library com- 
mittee, through the funds raised by 
the entertainment before the holi- 
days, to accommodate the more than 
four hundred and fifty books do- 
nated by the many who are interest- 
ed in the forwarding of the tempo- 
rary library until the permanent 
building may be obtained. 

Large printed cards were visible 
from without and within stating the 
days and hours of distribution, and 
the few rules necessary for the just 
government of the use by the public. 
Tuesday and Saturday afternoons, 
from 3 to 6, are the times chosen 
when books may be had, and they 
may be retained for two weeks, sub- 
ject to fine of 1 cent a day if held 
longer. The use of the library is 
tendered to citizens of the county 
other than those of Bay City, sub- 
ject to the same regulations as re- 
gards the town, with the additional 
requirement of the individuals’ sig- 
nature and address. The books may 
be returned by mail from adjoining 


towns or postoffices, and, if accom- 















panied by sufficient postage, and re- 
quest, another book will be sent by 
the librarian. Those who will be 
in charge are Mesdames Jones, Kil- 
bride, and Perry and Miss Bouldin, 
serving on alternate days, and assist- 
ed by one other to be chosen for the 
day.—Bay City Tribune, February, 1915. 

On Saturday the Free Circulating 
Library rounded out its first month, 
and the record shows gratifying re- 
turns in every way as to the accom- 
plishment in that time. On the open- 
ing day, there were three hundred and 
fifty books in the case, and more than 
that number, or over four hundred, 
have been taken out in the four 
weeks, while the many additions have 
brought the number of volumes to 
over six hundred, and a smaller book- 
case has been added for the use of 
the younger readers. All of the books 
thus far have been donated; but the 
committee has lately ordered seventy- 
two more volumes, having been en- 
abled to do so by the generosity of 
the Civic and the Mutual Improve- 
ment Clubs.—Bay City Tribune, March 
22, 1915. 


Beaumont. 


WoMaAn’s REapING Crus. Our li- 
brary is one of the club’s best assets, 
numbering six hundred volumes. Thee 
have been added during this year a 
large number of volumes, each depart- 
ment having contributed to it the 
books which they have used in thir 
respective courses of study; also, a 
number of individual members have 
presented a volume or two at different 
ee Journal, October 4, 

14. 


The following article by Theo. Crook, 
aged 18, is taken from the Beaumont 
High School News, March, 1915: 

Beaumont needs a public library. 
Why? The reasons are very clear. 
Here are a few: 

Men and women, who make 
speeches occasionally, would find a 
public library very helpful, as it 
would give them correct data con- 
cerning the event, events, or sub- 
ject of their speech, and also com- 
parisons which would make their 
words: attractive, impressive, and 
clear. 

We need to study the history of 
the civic development of other 
places, the knowledge of which 
would show us wherein we may cor- 
fect our own. 

Everyone could spend his idle 
hours in beneficial reading instead 





9 


of smoking, drinking, and loitering. 
The reading would have a good in- 
fluence and maybe cause some to 
have high ambitions and to form 
studious habits. 

The students of the schools need 
a varied course of reading so that 
they may write better papers, learn 
more of authors, and the style in 
which their books are written; read 
history in more detailed form than 
that taught in the schools; read 
about the lives of great men and 
find the effect of their lives upon 
others. This reading would give a 
broad view of life as taken from the 
experiences of others. 

The members of the different clubs. 
and associations, such as The Wom- 
an’s Reading Club, and the Y. M. 
Cc. A., could have access to books 
that would help them in intellectual 
as well as practical ways. 

If Beaumont had a public library 
(and there should, of course, be an 
auditorium) there would be a place 
to hold the “story-telling hour’’—an 
hour which is devoted to the telling 
of attractive stories to the children. 
This is a necessity, as the Woman’s 
Reading Club building is now the 
only place available for such things, 
and it makes too much work to 
change the furniture around often 
to accommodate different meetings. 

All the people could make them- 
selves more intellectual by studying 
authors and their works, history, and 
other subjects. This would develop 
their conversational powers and 
thinking ability. They would know 
why things in nature are so, and 
why some things are not so. They 
would find out that the simplest 
things may have a large history and 
great import. Self thinking and the 
fact that you know you are right 
gives you self-respect. 

There are people that can not af- 
ford to buy books and periodicals 
and keep up with the current news. 

There have been public libraries in 
the United States since 1800 or be- 
fore. Between 1800 and 1875 the 
number of books in public libraries 
grew to 5,481,068 volumes; now we 
have 3,842 public libraries, contain- 
ing over 12,569,500 volumes. This 
rapid development shows that the 
desire to feed the mind is growing. 
If the other cities have these libra- 
ries and derive so much benefit from 
them, is it not probable that Beau- 
mont needs one? Look at Paris— 
a city we hear so much about. It has 
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a library of 2,900,000 volumes. This 
is only one out of a score that the 
city has. Paris is a center of intel- 
lect as well as a model for style in 
clothes. Even Belgium, small as she 
is, has several large libraries, which 
show that a small country can be 
a great one. Now the question is: 
why does Beaumont not have a li- 
brary? 


The library committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce Tuesday aft- 
ernoon held a short session, at which 
it was decided to circulate a petition 
asking that the city council appro- 
priate about $5,000 a year to main- 
tain a public library in Beaumont. 
It is the purpose to present the peti- 
tion to the city council next Tuesday 
morning. If the appropriation is 
promised the committee will immedi- 
ately communicate with the Car- 
negie foundation relative to secur- 
ing a fund of $50,000 for the es- 
tablishment of a public library 
building in Beaumont. The city will 
also be asked to donate the site.— 
Beaumont Journal, March 31, 1915. 
Belton. 

The annual valentine candy sale for 
the benefit of Carnegie Library will le 
held Friday, February 12. The pro- 
ceeds of the sale this year will be ‘e- 
voted to the purchase of children’s 


books. Ten dollars was realized from 
last week’s sale.— Belton .Journal, 
February 4, 1915. 

Blessing. 


One of the most pleasant social 
events of the season was the dance 
given last Friday night by the ladies 
of the Blessing Library Association at 
Hotel Blessing. 

The ladies realized a neat sum from 
the evening’s entertainment. The pro- 
ceeds will be used for the benefit of the 
public library. It is the purpose of the 
library association to give Blessing 2 
public library that will be a pleasure 
and credit to the town. They have al- 
ready made a splendid start and hope, 
with the aid of public entertainments, 
etc., to be able to raise enough money 
to have a library building of their own 
in the near future.—Blessing News. 
January 29, 1915. 


Brenham. 

sixteen years ago the members of th- 
Fortnightly Club established the Bren- 
ham Public Library, choosing the main- 
tenance of the institution as their fed- 
eration work, and year by year they 





steady and rapid growth until today 
they have every reason to feel proud 
of its beneficial influence and the pleas- 
ure it gives to a large and rapidly-ia- 
creasing number of readers. 

Friday afternoon and evening the 
“birthday” of the library was appro- 
priately celebrated with a “Silver tea” 
and musical and literary program at 
the library rooms. About sixty vol- 
umes were donated, and the free will 
offering amounted to $32, including $5 
fron. the Fortnightly—renham Ban- 
ner-Press, February 20, 1915. 

A large crowd filled the Queen The- 
atre Friday evening for the public ti- 
brary benefit. The feature picture, “My 
Official Wife,” showing the plots of Rus- 
sian nihilists, was one of the finest 
films shown here in some time, and in 
addition there was another good reel. 
The’ musical numbers were received 
with hearty applause and thorough ap- 
preciation. The performance netted a 
neat sum for the library, and the mem- 
bers of the Fortnightly Club wish t) 
express their appreciation to those who 
took part in the program, and to Man- 
ager Will Meyer of the Queen.—Bren- 
ham Banner-Press, March 18, 1915. 


Brownfield. 

The Maids and Matrons’ Club will 
give a tea next Thursday night, to 
which all their friends and all lovers 
of good books are cordially invited. 
They have recently received a number 
of books for the library and will have 
them for the inspection of friends dur- 
ing the evening. They will give oppor- 
tunity to all who desire membership 
in the library.—Terry County Herald, 
March 26, 1915. 

Brownsville. 

At the regular weekly meeting of.-the 
Learners’ Club, held yesterday after- 
noon at the home of Mrs. J. S. Ford, 
it was announced that the club, under 
the direction of Mrs. Owens, will give 
a spectacular operetta on January 22, 
the proceeds of which will go toward 
the support of the Learners’ library, 
the only public library in Brownsville, 
and operated under the direction of the 
Learners’ Club.—Brownsville Herald, 
January 6, 1915. 


Cisco. 

The XXth Century Club have added 
about 100 volumes to their library. 
Cleburne. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY. Miss Rebecca 
Royall, Librarian. Statistics for ninth 
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yolumes in library, 7218; accessions, 
§14; circulations, 23,122; borrowers, 
3091. Annual receipts: taxes, $2,500; 


other sources, $1,223.43; votal, $3,723.42. 
Annual expenses: Salaries, $1,785.10; 
books and periodicals, $620.01; other 
expenses, $1,031.88; total, $3,436.99. 


Collegeport. 


The library committee will give a 
box social at the school house Saturday 
evening, March 27th. There will also 
be home-made candy and popcorn on 
sale. Proceeds will go toward buyiig 
new books for the library.—Collegeport 
New Era, March 18, 1915. 


Commerce. 


Commerce has secured a promise of 
aid from the Carnegie Corporation in 
the sum of $10,000 toward erecting a 
public library building. 


Corpus Christi. 


La Retama Library has nearly two 
thousand volumes, including fiction, 
non-fiction, reference works and a 
juvenile department. Five magazines 
are taken. The library is free to all 
and both residents and visitors in che 


city are invited to use it.—Corpus 
Christi Herald, January 7, 1915. @ 
Dallas. 


According to the report of the libra- 
rian of the Dallas Public Library, whicn 
has just been completed for the calen- 
dar year, there are 48,152 volumes m 
the library at the present time. Durinz 
the year more books have been added 
than in any similar period of the li- 
brary’s existence. This is due, in part, 
to the opening of the Oak Cliff branch, 
where 4,020 volumes have been placed. 
At the Dallas Public Library 2.. 
books. and 20u public documents hav=2 
been secured, making a total of 8,105 
additions during the year. 

Three hundred books were sent Fri- 
day to the car barns in East Dallas as 
a branch library, and books were taken 
by readers yesterday for the first time. 
The library is located in the office 37f 
the building. It is the fourth branch 
library maintained by the Dallas Pub- 
lic Library, as others have been sta- 
tioned at some of the city schools for 
several months. At present the Fair 
Park, the Crockett and the Sam Hous- 
ton schools have branch libraries. furn- 
ished by the public library.—Dallas 
News, January 23, 1915. 


Oak CiirF BRANCH LIBRARY. About 


same number of persons frequent’ 
the reading room of the branch library ' 
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in the morning and evening. The num- 
ber present between 3 and 5 p. m. is 
practically double the morning and 
evening attendance. Most of these are 
grade and high school pupils. They 
have evidently been trained in the use 
of reference books, for the librarian 
states they are able to get their refer- 


ences without assistance. — Dallas 
News, January 7, 1915. 
Francitas. 


The Francitas Library Club has pur- 
chased the Andrew Baker residence 
property in the northeast part of town 
and last Saturday had-the same re- 
moved to the vacant lot owned by 4G. 
W. Doering on the north side of Avenue 
J, between Bryan and Maher avenues. 

The building will at once be remod- 
eled, painted, papered and a nice new 
porch built on the south side, and when 
completed will be an ideal home for the 
library, which now consists of over 609 
volumes of standard works, history, 
popular fiction, ete——Francitas Bce, 
March 25, 1915. 


Franklin. 


CARNEGIE PUBLIC Liprary. The 
Franklin Public Library has received 
a consignment of useful literature re- 
lating to agriculture, domestic science, 
soil surveys of Robertson County, and 
many valuable books that are both in- 
structive as well as interesting—Cen- 
tral Texan, January 29, 1915. 


Gainesville. 


A move will be started at once to 
perfect plans for installing public cir- 
culating libraries in Cooke County. It 
will mean a central library or supply 
depot located at the county seat, with 
subsidiaries in each town and precinct 
throughout the county, from which de- 
positories the people of those localities 
can secure reading matter. Each pup- 
lic school in the county will be supplied 
with such books, charts and other mat- 
ter, to be used by the teacher and pu- 
pils during the school terms. It is a 
commendable measure and is another 
long step towards giving to the rural 
population similar advantages to those 
enjoyed by town people where libraries 
are in vogue. 

With free mail delivery, telephoie 
service, automobiles, good roads and 
free circulating libraries in every com- 
munity the country folk will soon be 
in possession of all the conveniences 
of the town folk and there will be but 
few inducements left to bring the boy 
from the farm to town to live.—Gaines- 
ville Register, March 24, 1915. 








Galveston. 


ROSENBERG LIBRARY. A new treasure 
house for Galveston kiddies was com- 
pleted this week at the Rosenberg L: 
brary by the alteration of half of the 
floor space on the second floor into a 
story room, reading room and book 
room at a cost of some $6,000—all for 
their benefit. The rooms are equipped 
with the most modern library furnish- 
ings, including tables, benches, shelves, 
glass cases, tiny chairs, and 6,000 vol- 
umes filled with stories that appeal to 
youngsters in short skirts and knee 
trousers. 

About the middle of February Miss 
Louise Bache, whose special duty will 
be to preside over the children’s sec- 
tion of the library, will arrive from 
Brooklyn, N. Y., to assume charge of 
three rooms. She is now with the De 
Kalb branch of the Brooklyn Public 
Library, and has had several years’ ex- 
perience in library work. She is a 
graduate of the training school for chil- 
dren’s librarians at Pittsburg, Pa. 

The three rooms which make up the 
children’s section are really communi- 
cating rooms, since the partitions are 
oak spindles, designed to admit free 
circulation of summer breezes. All 
furniture is quarter-sawed oak, tomatch 
the paneling and beams of the interior 
construction of the library, and a cork 
carpet similar to the one on the first 
floor will soon be laid. The room on 
the extreme north will be devoted to 
story telling on certain hours of the 
week, the central room to book stacks 
and cabinets and the room on the south 
to reading and study. 

In the reading room the desk of the 
librarian, known as the “charging 
desk,” is so situated as to command a 
general view of the entire floor. From 
this desk Miss Bache will lend books 
and supervise the arrangement of tables 
and books. Six tables, just the right 
height, and tiny benches capable of seat- 
ing from thirty to forty children at one 
time, are situated where they will catch 
the most light. The benches are ex- 
pected to appeal particularly to the 
children, because on the end of each 
one is carved some figure well known to 
every reader of story books. On one is 
Jack, the Giant Killer, blowing his horn 
before Blunderbore’s castle. On aa- 
other is Alice in Wonderland, carrying 
the duchess’ pig. On the third is the 
white rabbit, and on a fourth is Mother 
Hubbard and her dog forlornly survey- 
ing the empty cupboard. 

Two large glass cases stand on either 





These will be used 
to exhibit articles of special interest 
to children. 

Across the hall is a small wash basin 
and drinking fountain for the conveni- 


the reading room. 


ence of the diminutive guests. In gold 
letters above the entrance to the three 
rooms are the. words “Children’s 
room,” and downstairs a gold-painted 
signboard will be hung with the infor- 
mation, “Children’s rooms, open on 
schooldays from 1 to 6; Saturdays from 
9 a. m. to 8 p. m.; closed on Sundays 
and holidays.”—Galveston News, Janu- 
ary 22, 1915. 


Gatesville. 


The Carnegie Corporation has prom- 
ised to aid Gatesville with a grant of 
$7,500 toward a public library build- 
ing. 

Greenville. 

CARNEGIE PUBLIC LipRARY. The 
following statistical report of the Car- 
negie Library for the months of Octo- 
ber, November, and December show a 
splendid interest in the work of educa- 
tion in this line. There have been 1,504 
books read, and one hundred and ten 
registrations during the quarter just 
closed, which is a splendid showing and 
is an indication that more of the Green- 
ville citizenship is getting the benefit 
of this institution. One hundred and 
six books have been added to the li- 
brary. Sixty-three were purchased 
from the book fund and fifty-one do- 
nated. — Greenville Herald, January, 
1915. 

The City Federation of Clubs ef 
Greenville met Thursday afternoon. 
Mayor Chapman expressed himself as 
highly in accord with the Federation in 
the repairing of the library, and stated 
that in the April budget for the city 
a sufficient sum would be set aside for 
the repairing of the library. He also 
stated that he would be highly pleased 
to see the Federation so arrange the 
library that it will be a social center 
for the city.—Ibid., March 5, 1915. 


Hamilton. 


The Library Association held its at- 
nual election of officers: Saturday aft- 
ernoon, March 13. In recognition of 
their efficient and unselfish service, the 
officers who had served the past year 
were re-elected by acclamation. They 
are Mrs. C. C. Baker, president; Mrs. 
Will Hobdy, vice president; Miss Velma 
Shilg, secretary-treasurer. A new of 
fice was created, that of second vice 
president, and Miss Vivian Graves was 
the unanimous choice of the association 





side the entrance and another inside 


to fill this office. 





-_. te ts 


PHPuwIMMoosaum 





might 





nter 


3 at- 
aft 
n of 
», the 
year 
They 
Mrs. 
Telma 
w of 
| vice 
g was 
jation 





13 


The purchase of book cases had been 
under discussion for some time, and 
was finally passed upon at this meet- 
ing, the association deciding to install 
them right away. 

A long step in the progress of build- 
ing up the library in the right direc- 
tion was the decision to invite the co- 
operation of the English teachers in 
our public schools in selecting a line 
of books for summer reading for the 
girls and boys. If there is a book ora 
set of books particularly needed by the 
pupils who patronize the library, the 
association will be glad to add them 
at the suggestion of the teachers. 


While the Library Association is 
practically a new organization, the ben- 
efit derived by the patrons has proven 
wonderful in its scope, and as small 
acorns grow large oaks, so from this 
small beginning may grow a great pub- 
lic library for Hamilton.—Hamilton 
Record, March 18, 1915. 


Hereford. 


The Deaf Smith County court house, 
whose classic marble and stately archi- 
tecture are famed throughout the Pan- 
handle, numbers not the least among 
its attractions a modern, comfortably 
furnished ladies’ rest room. 

The excellent library, for which the 
other furnishings are merely a back- 
ground, is the result of the enterprise, 
public spirit and desire for genuine 
helpfulness of a number of women who, 
until about two years ago, were banded 
together under the name of the Here- 
ford Ladies’ Reading Club. The books 
they obtained from time to time formed 
the nucleus of the present library of 
some four hundred volumes. 

When the club disbanded, the books, 
which had been kept downtown, were 
removed to the rest room. A commit- 
tee appointed by the City Commission 
now has charge of the library. ‘ihe 
members of this committee at present 
are: Mesdames G. A. F. Parker, W. H. 
Garrison and A. C. Elliott. Miss Grace 
Lucas is librarian. Owing to the fact 
that the library has little financial sup- 
port it is open only on Saturdays from 
3 to 5 p. m. 

While it is a public library in the 
common acceptance of the term, a card 
entitling the holder to draw books from 
the library costs one and one-half dol- 
lars. This small fee is necessary in or- 
der to meet the actual expenses of se 
curing a librarian, etc. Any surplus iz 
used in buying new books. With the 
co-operation of its citizens Hereford 





Might soon have a public library in 


keeping with the spirit of progress 
which now pervades its every activity. 
—Hereford Brand, March 12, 1915. 


Jacksonville. 


The first work on the library build: 
ing was begun yesterday afternoon. As 
heretofore stated, it will be a one-story 
bungalow, located on the Lovelady lot 
opposite the Methodist church. It 
should require only a few weeks to 
complete the work.—Cherokee County 
Banner, March 12, 1915. 


Jacksboro. 


The Library Club is doing a great 
work for Jacksboro. The library now 
has a goodly number of choice books, 
and the number of reading people is 
steadily increasing. Anyone may bor- 
row the books at the rate of $1 a year 
for the privilege or five cents a book. 
The library has taught many to read ° 
and get the reading habit. The funds 
received for the hire of books is 
promptly invested in new books and the 
club occasionally has other means of 
raising funds which is also invested ita 
books. Not only patronize the library 
yourself, but induce your friends to 
do so, and thereby help a worthy cause. 
—Jacksboro News, January 20, 1915. 


Kingsville. 


The Woman’s Club met in regular 
session Monday, January 25. A good 
portion of the time was devoted to dis- 
cussion of plans for the betterment of 
the library. Among the improvements 
decided upon is the purchase of a good- 
ly number of the best and most popu- 
lar magazines. These are to be con- 
tinually on the table at the library and 
the public is cordially invited to take 
advantage of this opportunity to read 
the best of our current literature. 

The club hopes soon to purchase a 
lot somewhere in the downtown dis- 
trict. If this is possible, Kingsville 
may expect before many years a perma- 
nent library structure.—Kingsville Rec- 
ord, January 29, 1915. 

Effective at once the library will be 
open to the public on Tuesdays from 4 
until 7; Saturdays from 3 until 8; Sin- 
days (for readers only) from 3 until 6. 
All late magazines will be on the table. 
Many new books expected soon. Every- 
one cordially invited. Books entirely 
free. Library on Sixth street across 
from Kingsville lumber yard.—lIbid., 
February 5, 1915. 


Lampasas. 
The library board met Saturday aft- 
ernoon with quite a number of new 
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members in attendance. The following | ing is called for January 25, 1915, this 
new officers were elected for the ensu-| meeting to be held at the library at 
ing year: President, Mrs. W. F. Mace; |7:30 p.m. It is earnestly desired that 
vice president, Mrs. F. J. Harris; re-| the citizens of Mercedes and surreund- 
cording secretary, Mrs. Terry; press re-|ing country show their loyalty to this 
porter, Mrs. Richardson. The board is| organization by coming and thercfore 
much larger than it has been for some | have a part in the election of persons 
time and the ladies are expeciiuy great |to fill the vacancies, made by the re- 
results.—Temple Telegram, February |tiring of three members.—Mercedes | 
10, 1915. Tribune, January 13, 1915. 
A book reception has been arranged 
Lockhart. for to be held at the Mercedes Public 
The Irving Club will give a matinee| Library on Friday of this week be- 
at Baker’s Theatre Thursday, March 11,| tween the hours of 3 to 5 and 8 to 10 1 
benefit Dr. Eugene Clark Library, to|p. m. , 
buy periodicals and new books. The People from both the town of Mer- ( 
picture is Mary Pickford in “Such a|cedes and the surrounding country are I 
Little Queen.”—Lockhart Post, March |invited to attend this reception and P 
4, 1915. bring a book to be donated to the li- J 
brary. There are a number of new I 
Loraine. books on the way which have been or- 1 
For the benefit of the public the|dered by the library board, and with E 
Philomath Club is fitting up a library.|a good attendance at the reception the 
All who bring us a book Saturday,|library will have many new volumes 
February 6th, will be entitled to three |added to it for 1915. The board has f 
months’ free reading, beginning at any|done very commendable work in maia- ’ 
date. Thereafter the charges will b¢]| taining and improving the library and , P 
10 cents a month or $1.00 a year. €l-|they are entitled to all the assistance 
titling you to two books per week. Open | jt is possible to give them. p 
Tuesdays and Saturdays only—Loraine| Mercedes is probably the only town tl 
News, February 5, 1915. in the Valley that maintains a library m 
wv and rest room for ladies open every M 
: 3 day except Sunday, and our citizens W 
In addition to throwing their club} should feel proud of this institution. M 
rooms open to the public on every Fri-| @specially should the people from the th 
day evening, the Tuesday Book “lub| country try to attend this reception, as ci 
has tendered the use of its library,|it is for their convenience that the si! 
which contains several hundred vol-| waiting room was designed.—Ibid., ne 
umes, to the public at a nominal fee.| February 3, 1915. M: 
Our people should avail itself of this 4 
opportunity to get access to this valu- Midland. Pi 
able lot of reading. Mrs. W. H. Went- The ladies of Midland give weekly | 
land is the librarian, and anyone wish-| teas for the benefit of the library. On ga 
ing to take advantage of this offer|the afternoon of February 6, 1915, tic 
should see her in regard to it-—Manor | about $12 was realized. 19) 
Enterprise, January 28, 1915. Morgan. “a 
Memphis. The Morgan Public Library is under Re 
The Carnegie Library reference de-|the auspices of the Woman’s Literary fre 
partment has been enriched the past|Ciub and is partly supported by them 191 
week by the loan of some forty vu!-|and partly by the town. Miss Clifton ; 
umes of og works by 8S. S. Mont-| Hill is librarian. Pl: 
gomery. is will add very consider- |, , 
ably to the usefulness to the school Nacogdoches. day 
students for the remainder of the term.| About four years ago the Daughters 191 
—Hall County Herald, January 2, 1915.|9f the Republic of Texas and the Mr. 
Daughters of the Confederacy started . tre: 
Mercedes. a library in the Old Stone Fort. The She 
There has been a iong felt need of|library has now been moved to the Pla 
having the affairs of the Mercedes Pub-|Old Courthouse. A modern reading A 
lic Library placed on a business basis. | room is being fitted up and flower beds pet 
Therefore the present board of direc-|in front of the library are being pre- was 
tors have adopted a constitution which | pared. Miss Constance Burrows will the 
provides for the election of the custo-| keep the library open from ten in of 
mary board of seven directors. ‘n ac-|the morning until five in the after At 
cordance with this, a public mass meet-! noon. and 
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The children’s books purchased from 
the proceeds of the Christmas enter- 
tainment given by the pupils of Miss 
Jennie Harris have arrived. The 
library now has 1996 volumes—785 
volumes were borrowed during the 
period from January 27 to March 4. 


The executive committee of the Li- 
brary Association met in busy session 
Thursday evening and the following 
business was disposed of. Election of 
officers was the first consideration: EF. 
H. Blount, president; Mrs. T. E. Baker. 
vice president; Mrs. Ben Wilson, sec- 
retary and treasurer. The executive 
committee was enlarged to 11 mem- 
bers, including the president. They 
are, Mrs. Ford, Miss Jennie Harris, 
Jno. Schmidt, Mrs. Ben Wilson, Dr. A. 
E. Sweatiand, J. R. McKinney, Mrs. 
T. E. Baker, R. F. Davis, T. Tilford, 
Robt. Lindsay. 


A vote was taken to decrease the 
fees which carried, with 50 per cent 
reduction. The dues now being $5 
per annum, to be paid 25c monthly. 

A membership committee was ap- 
pointed to solicit new members under 
the new financial demands. This com- 
mittee is composed of Jno. Schmidt, 
Mrs. Ford, Miss Jennie Harris, Mrs. 
Wilson, Mrs. Lindsay and the librarian, 
Miss Burrows. With these in the lead, 
the library will grow. Already the 
circulation has more than doubled 
since it has been located in the busi- 


ness center.—Nacogdoches Sentinel, 
March 18, 1915. 
Pittsburg. 

CARNEGIE Puetic Liprary. Miss Mar- 
garet Kirschbaum, Librarian. Statis- 


tices for nine months beginning April, 
1914, and ending January 1, 1915: Ac- 
cessions, 77; circulation, 600; borrow- 
ers, 36. Annual receipts, total $30. 
Receive four periodicals.—Compiled 
from Pittsburg Gazette, January 29, 


1915. 


Plainview. 


The W. P. M. Library club met Mon- 
day afternoon and elected officers for 
1915: Mrs. Ora C. Sanders, president; 
Mrs. W. N. Claxton, secretary and 
Mesdames_ Roberts, 
Shepard and Maggard, managers.— 
Plainview News, January 15, 1915. 

At the Council meeting last night a 
petition of the citizens of Plainview 
Was presented to the Council urging 
them to investigate the possibilities 
of a Carnegie Library for Plainview. 
At the same time a proposal of Dr. 
and Mrs. L. Lee Dye to donate to the 
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city lots for the library building pro- 
posed was taken up, and after pre- 
liminary discussion set aside until a 
later meeting.—Plainview Herald, Jan- 
uary 19, 1915. 

The Library Extension committee 
will see to procuring a Traveling 
Library for Hale county and improve 
the libraries of the towns and schools. 
—Plainview News, March 5, 1915. 
Rice. 

Our library continues to grow and 
our students are making use of the 
books more and more. Mrs. W. D. 
Haynie gave us a new years gift which 
has aroused considerable interest 
among the students. This is a five vol 
ume set of well bound books entitled: 
“Texas and Texans.”—Rice Rustler, 
January 15, 1915. 


Robstown. 


Robstown is in need of a Library 
and free reading room. This is almost 
a necessity, as it would be the means 
of keeping many of the young men and 
boys, yes, and girls, off of the streets. 
The room should be in the care of 
some responsible man or woman, yet, 
one who knows how to mingle with 
these younger people. As to getting 
the books to be placed in the library, 
why not have a sociable and ask each 
person to bring some book, something 
interesting, to be given to this cause, 
magazines, periodicals, daily papers, 
etc., could and would be furnished, 
also writing materials could be fur- 
nished at a small cost to those who 
wished to write a letter from the read- 
ing rooms. Ladies of the Civic Club 
and W. C. T. U., don’t you think this 
would be the thing to do? Games 
would be provided, and possibly a lit- 
tle later a piano could be furnished, 
all this to be in the care of some re- 
sponsible and reliable person. Let us 
think and talk this matter over and 
then do something for the good of our 
young people in this city—Robstown 
Reporter, February 25, 1915. 


Rusk. 


Library open on Thursday after 
noon from four to five.—Press Journal, 
February 12, 1915. 


San Antonio. 


Miss Cornelia Notz, Librarian, re- 
signed her position in January, 1915. 
The resignation became effective Feb- 
ruary 19th. The Library Board adopt- 
ed a _ resolution commending Miss 
Notz’s work while connected with the 
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Library. Miss Notz’s present address 
is Artesia Wells, Texas. 


Miss Elizabeth H. West, of Austin, 
has been elected librarian of the Car- 
pegie Library and will take charge of 
the library work in this city the first 
of March. 


Miss West is a highly qualified 
woman, a trained and experienced li- 
brarian, an educator, a Spanish scholar 
and a writer. Among her  pub- 
lished works are translations of Span- 
ish literature, and books on historical 
subjects. She has done research work 
in early Texas and Spanish history 
and is considered an authority on the 
subject. 


She received her B. A. and M. A. 
degrees from the University of Texas. 
Her library training was also secured 
at the state university in 1905-1906. 
Since that time she held positions as 
assistant in the cataloguing division 
of the Library of Congress in Wash- 
ington, and also assistant in the manu- 
script division of the same library. 
Since 1911, she has served as archivest 
in the Texas State Library at Austin. 

Before she took up library work she 
was a teacher for two years in the 
public schools of Mississippi and eight 
years in Texas, doing primary, gram- 
mar school and high school work. She 
not only has an expert knowledge of 
Spanish, but a reading knowledge of 
German and French as well. She is 
also assistant secretary of the Texas 
State Conference of Charities and Cor- 
rections. 

Miss West was recommended by 
such persons as E. W. Winkler, state 
librarian; Herbert Putnam, librarian 
of Congress; P. L. Windsor, librarian 
of the University of Illinois; Dr. H. E. 
Bolton, of the University of California; 
Dr. W. J. Battle of the University of 
Texas, and the deans and instructors 
of the University. 


Miss West is a native of Mississippi. 


—San Antonio Light, February 26, 
1915. 


San Benito. 


“The best concert ever given here,” 
was the judgment of many who en- 
joyed the music program Tuesday even- 
ing at the Methodist church for the 
benefit of the public library. 

The Library Committee is planning 
to give another concert this spring, 
the date of which will be announced 
later.—San Benito Light, March 19, 





1915. 





Seguin. 

With our modern school buildings, 
with our fine churches, our rich banks 
and our prosperous citizenship, there 
is still something that we need and 
need badly, and that is a _ public 
library. “How are we going to get 
one?” you ask. There is but one way: 
Talk “library” every day.—Guadalupe 
Gazette, March 5, 1915. 

Sherman. 


Pusrtic Liprary. Mrs. Nora Key 
Weems, Librarian. Statistics for 1914: 
Number of volumes in library, nearly 
3000; accessions, 650; circulation, 20,- 
685; borrowers, 2400. The making of 
a card catalogue has been a part ot 
the year’s work. The Library is now 
open six and one-half hours each day. 
—Compiled from the Sherman Demo- 
crat, January 4, 1915. 


Stamford. 


CARNEGIE Liprary. The year 1914 
shows a marked increase in circula- 
tion. During 1912, 5599 books were 
leaned; during 1913, 5729; and during 
1914, 7578. 


There were approximately 3473 pa- 
trons who used the reading rooms. 
Our borrowers’ list is nearing the 1500 
mark, 280 having been added during 
the past year. 


We desire to thank the city council, 
the various institutions, and individ- 
uals who have enabled us to add 193 
new books this year. 


Our reference books have been of no 
little value to high school and college 
students in their studies. A general 
survey of the work of 1914 shows our 
library to be growing in every depart- 
ment.—Stamford Leader, January §8, 
1915. 

The book committee of Stamford 
Carnegie Library presented its esti- 
mate for the book needs of the library 
for 1915 to the city council Monday 
afternoon, and at the same time madé 
its report for the year 1914. The book 
committee asked for the usual one hun- 
dred dollars for good fiction and chil- 
dren’s books, and also brought before 
the council the great need for refer- 
ence books, of which the library has 
very few and the demand from the 
public schools, the college, the various 
clubs and individuals is so great that 
a begining in that class of books was 
urged as of first importance. The 
council ordered one hundred dollars 
set aside for the purchase of reference 
books, to become available when the 
book committee raises fifty dollars for 
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the same purpose. Voluntary subscrip- 
tions of 25 cents or more will be great- 
ly appreciated and should be sent or 
given to Miss Burrow, librarian.—Ibid, 
February 19, 1915. 
Sulphur Springs. 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY. Mrs. W. M. 
White, Librarian. Statistics for year 
ending January 8, 1915: Accessions, 
619; circulation, 12,918; new borrow- 
ers, 425. 

No part of the work has been of 
greater consequence and brought great- 
er results than the “Story Hour.” The 
interest in the work has continued to 
grow, and we feel that much good has 
been accomplished by the ladies who 
have charge of the work. 

The use of the Library for reading 
has steadily grown, especially since we 
have magazines. 

The children are using the Library 
for reference in the school work. 

We wish to call your attention to 
the faithful service of our “Ways and 
Means Committee,” who, by raising 
funds, have enabled us to buy more 
‘books. 

With the city’s help and donations 
from individuals, we have added 150 
chairs to the auditorium for the use 
of “Story Hour.”—News Telegram, 
January 15, 1915. 


‘Taylor. 


T. W. Marse & Company Fashion 
Show, to be given under the auspices 
of the Taylor Library Association, 
Monday afternoon, March 22nd, 1915, 
from 2 to 6. Come and see Taylor 
society belles and beaux as models. 
A cordial invitation is extended to all. 
‘The ladies of the Library Association 
will appreciate a free will offering of 
ten cents.—Georgetown Commercial, 
March 19, 1915. 


Temple. 


The attendance on the weekly meet- 
ing of the Chamber of Commerce was 
rather light last night. A rather ani- 
mated discussion was had concerning 
the rental of the room in Carnegie 
library, occupied by the Chamber as an 


office. A vigorous protest against paying 


rent was made by Messrs. Cox and 
Seybold. They contended that the 
building was a public institution, sup- 
ported by the city tax payers and that 
an organization of the character of the 
Chamber of Commerce should not be 
required to pay rent, beyond the costs 
of janitor service, lights, etc. Messrs. 
Maedgen, Seybold and Brady were ap- 





pointed a committee to take the mat- 
ter up with the Library association 
and the city council—Temple Tele- 
gram, March 9, 1915. 


Tyler. 


CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY. Miss 
Ethel Pitcher, Librarian. Statistics for 
1914: Number of volumes in library, 
7298; accessions, 681; circulation, 33,- 
734; borrowers, 3657; annual receipts: 
taxes; $2165.60; other resources, 
$534.21; total, $2699.31. Annual ex- 
penses, salaries, $1301; books, period- 
icals and binding, $433.41; other ex- 
penses, $1006.48; total, $2740.89. 


Vernon. 


A committee of the Young Men’s 
Business League has succeeded in rais- 
ing funds to purchase a site for the 
location of a Carnegie Library in this 
city, Vernon has met the requirements 
in the matter of a site and mainte- 
nance guarantee and formal applica- 
tion for a $20,000 building has been 
filed with the Carnegie Foundation in 
a York.—Dallas News, March 20, 
1915. 


Victoria. 


The Victoria Library Association, or- 
ganized a few days ago, held its sec- 
ond meeting Saturday afternoon, March 
6th. Quite a number of ladies and gen- 
tlemen were present in response to a 
call issued the week before, and ex- 
pressed their desire to further the ob- 
ject of the association—namely, to es- 
tablish a free public library in Vic- 
toria. 

An informal and interesting discus- 
sion followed as to ways and means to 
awaken and broaden interest in this 
library movement. Important sugges- 
tions were made and noted. The mo 
tion that Mrs. Percy V. Pennybacker, 
president of the National Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, be invited by Mr. 
Rutland, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, to visit Victoria and ad- 
dress the citizens on the benefit of a 
public library tnet with enthusiastic 
reception, and was finally carried.—- 
Victoria Fact, March 8, 1915. 


Waco. 


“The Waco Public Library has re- 
cently had a display of books in a win- 
dow of a down town department store. 
The window used was on a corner where 
not only several street car lines passed 
but an interurban also, and many peo- 
ple looked at the books while waiting 
for their car. 

Books from all the classes were 
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shown, but a special effort was made 
to attract attention to books on such 
subjects as business, farming, cooking, 
hygiene, housekeeping, engineering, 
the war, the trades, etc. Neat signs in 
non-technical language labeled each 
group of books. A row of attractively 
bound new books was placed flat 
around the edge of the window next 
the glass. One side of the window was 
devoted to children’s books. Among 
these were placards such as, “Best pic- 
ture books’, “Fairy Tales”, “Every 
child should know”, “For Boy Scouts”, 
“Books girls like”, “Men and women 
you would like to know”, “Story Hour 
every Friday afternoon”. This side of 
the window usually had a row of lit- 
tle folks standing looking in and many 
reserves were left at the library for 
the books shown. 


Artistic bulletins on special subjects 
were tacked to the wall back of the 
books, while many placards and signs 
calling attention to the varied facili- 
ties of the library were placed in con- 
spicuous positions so they might be 
easily read from the street. There 
were two large placards; one entitled 
“Aim of the Waco Public Library,” set 
forth twelve “aims” of the library and 
the other entitled “This building be- 
longs to you. It is supported by you. 
Why not use it?” had a picture of the 
library mounted upon it. 


Several colored prints, copies of fam- 
ous paintings, scattered among the 
books, helped to make the window at- 
tractive and called attention to the 
fact that the library circulated pic- 
tures. Magazines filled all the avail- 
able space upon the floor of the win- 
dow. 

The display was considered such a 
success that the library plans to have 
a series of smaller ones, showing books 
on special subjects, in the windows of 
business houses dealing in goods of 
which the books treat. Some of the 
placards used in the display, as well as 
the books on advertising, were shown 
with the advertising material of the 
Associated Advertising Men’s Conven- 
tion which met in Waco the week fol- 
lowing the window display.” 

President I. A. Goldstein of the pub- 
lic library is in receipt of a letter from 
the Carnegie corporation at New York 
which has led him to be optimistic 
concerning the securing of further aid 
from the corporation for the “Waco 
library. It is hoped that $25,000 will 
be forthcoming. Plans have been made | 
tentatively for the enlargement of the 








building, provided the money is se- 
wee Times-Herald, March 14, 
1915. 


Waxahachie. 


NicHoLas P. Sims LisRary. The 
library is open from 9 to 12 and from 
1 to 6 o’clock every day.. The reading 
rooms are open Sunday afternoon from 
2 till 6 o’clock, but no books are issued 
on Sunday. The rules of the library 
call for the payment of a fee of 25 
cents to become a borrower of books. 
Upon payment of this fee a card is is- 
sued which entitles one to the free 
use of books and magazines during his 
or her residence in Ellis county. 

An estate valued at $60,000 was 
willed to build and endow this library 
and the endowment is sufficient to 
maintain it. The endowment like- 
wise provides for the purchase of 
books, but to this is added the mem- 
bership fee-—Wazahachie Enterprise, 
January 15, 1915. 


One traveling library is now on hand 
at the Sims Library, to be loaned to 
any school in the county. Two collec- 
tions were issued last Saturday. The 
one that is now ready will be sent to the 
first school that applies for it—Waza- 
hachie Enterprise, March 26, 1915. 


Wharton. 


Wharton obtained a grant of $8,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation to erect 
a public library building. 


Winsboro. 


As a number of questions have 
been asked about the management of 
the Library, the following statement 
is made by the Board in answer to 
them: 


The Library, above and below, be- 
longs to the city. No money whatso- 
ever has ever been set aside by the 
city for the furnishing, repairing, or 
running expenses of the building, for 
the simple reason that the city ex- 
pected and still expects the auditorium 
below to yield revenue to furnish and 
support the building, keep the grounds, 
etc. 

All repairing of the house, keeping of 
the grounds, every piece of furniture, 
above and below, book shelves, tables, 
chairs, curtains, stage furnishings, 
seats and everything except a stove 
above and the piano below, and the 
chairs which belong to the school, have 
been paid for out of revenues from 
the auditorium, eked out by some pri- 
vate subscriptions and much gratui- 
tous work by the Board of Trustees. 
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The city, in the beginning, turned 
over the management of the building 
to a Board of Trustees who were to 
serve without pay. The Board trans- 
ferred the management in some mat- 
ters on May 1, 1914, to a committee 
of three known as the Auditorium 
Committee, to serve gratuitously un- 
til May 1, 1915. The Board is still 
responsible to the city, and the Com- 
mittee to the Board for the building, 
its property, its receipts, its expendi- 
tures. 

Following is a correct statement 
from the treasurer who is under bond, 
of local expenses and receipts from 





September 1, 1914, to January 23, 1915: 
Received. 

Socialist meeting, 1 night...... $ 1.00 
Minerva Club, 1 night.......... 2.00 
Band (concert), 3 nights....... 4.00 
Band (minstrel), 8 nights...... 8.50 
Mothers’ Club, 1 night.......... 1.25 
Rent on two dozen chairs, at 25c 50 

res ee ne ee ee $17.25 


Mothers’ Club furnished janitor for 
cleaning house and paid for window 
broken that evening. 





Expended. 
EAS ei eS eRe Oe ow $ 4.00 
ME nial & Sink ¢ sfahin bi a-duss cle e's « 2.00 
OO ne a 7.55 
ee (OS i a ood 0 atute ens & 5.25 
CED IR ors. 6 a ious o>. 6 o's a wine 3.35 
ge ee eer 4.65 

irks < dio dk naw dataset $26.80 


The above expenditure includes use 


19 





of the house four nights by the com- 








mittee, for four of the Lyceum num- 
bers and one matinee. Expenses 
since January 23rd have not been in- 
cluded except $2 for coal. 

On account of a misunderstanding 
with a party using the house to make 
money early last fall, the rate was cut 
and, to be consistent, was cut for oth- 
ers also. But from now until May 1 
the following rules, advised by the 
Board, will be rigidly adhered to: 

1. Use of house one night to any- 
body, purpose to make money or where 
admissions are charged, $4.00. The 
Board, for this sum, will furnish fire, 
lights, tickets, ushers, and janitor. 
One exception is commencement ex- 
ercises of public school. It pays $1 
per night for lights straight through, 
furnishes janitor, etc. 

2. Use of house one night where 
no admissions are charged, such as 
mass meetings, political speakings, re- 
hearsals, etc., where lights only are 
wanted, $1. If fires are wanted also, 
50 cents additional. 

3. Use of house for city hall in day 
time for all kinds of gatherings, noth- 
ing, except when fires are wanted, 
then 50 cents. 

4. Rental on chairs, 25 cents per 
dozen for the first day, and 10 cents ad- 
ditional per dozen for every succeed- 
ing day. 

5. Any breakage of window lights, 
electric light globes, etc., will be 
charged to persons having charge of 
house at that time-—Winsboro News. 
February 19, 1915. 





NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


Statistics concerning libraries in the public schools of Texas have 


been compiled at the Department of Education. 


State Superintendent 


W. F. Doughty says the reports show there is approximately one book 


for every three pupils of scholastic age. 


The following figures are sub- 


mitted with reference to the school libraries in the public schools of 


Texas: 


Number of volumes in libraries, rural schools, white, 103,010. 

Number of volumes in libraries, rural schools, colored, 1450. 

Total number of volumes in libraries, rural schools, 104.460. 

Average number of library books per pupil in rural school, 16 (or 
approximately one library book to every six pupils). 


Number of volumes in 
225,861. 


libraries, 


independent districts, white, 


Number of volumes in libraries, independent districts, colored, 


12,091. 


Total number of volumes in libraries, independent districts, 237,952. 
Average number of library books per pupil in independent districts, 


66 (or approximate'y two library books to every three pupils). 
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Total number of library books in all schools, 342,412. 

Average number of library books per pupil in all schools, .34 (or 
approximately one library book to every three pupils). 

Estimated value of libraries, rural schools, white, $137,530. 

Estimated value of libraries, rural schools, colored, $8224. 

Total value of libraries in rural schools, $145,754. 

Average amount invested in library books per pupil, in rural schools, 
$0.23. 

Estimated value of libraries, independent districts, white, $180,269. 

Estimated value of libraries, independent districts, colored, $8,632. 

Total amount invested in library books for independent districts, 
$188,901. 

Average amount invested in library books per pupil in independent 
districts, $0.52. 

Total amount invested in library books for all schools, $334,655. 

Average amount invested in library books per pupil for all schools, 


$0.337.—San Antonio Light, March 22, 1915. 


Alice. 

The Mother’s Club signed for the 
Lyceum Course for the coming sea- 
son, and the attractions will appear 
under its auspices. It is earnestly 
hoped that every one will co-operate 
and make this a great financial as well 
as intellectual and social success. The 
school library is badly in need of ref- 
erence books—books that are too ex- 
pensive for most families to have in 
their private library. The Parent- 
Teacher Association will select books 
from the proceeds of the Lyceum 
Course.—Alice Echo, February 25, 
1915. 


Alvord. 


On Friday, February 12, there will 
be a pie supper at the high school au- 
ditorium, the proceeds of which will 
be used to pay for a collection of 
books for the school and as yet only 
partly paid for.—Alvord News, Feb- 
Tuary 4, 1915. 


Amarillo. 


About 160 volumes have been added 
to the library of the Amarillo high 
school. The following is clipped from 
the Daily Panhandle, February 8, 1915. 

As a result of the entertainment 
given at the high school in November, 
a good lot of books have been pur- 
chased, and are now in the shelves at 
the library. Superintendent Duncan 
said this morning that some money is 
still on hand, and so soon as it can be 
added to a second lot will be pur- 
chased. It is the intention of Superin- 
tendent Duncan to select the next list 





from books bearing on vocational 
guidance. It is his policy to direct, as 
nearly as possible, the lives of the stu- 
dents in such a way as to make them 
most useful as citizens, and the next 
list of books will be those which are 
helpful to the student in choosing his 
life’s work. 


Bronte. 

The books, which were gotten with 
subscriptions, arrived last week. Mr. 
Hankins is somewhat disappointed in 
the selection they sent.—Bronte Enter- 
prise, February 5, 1915. 


Carrizo Springs. 

The Carrizo Springs Javelin, Feb- 
ruary 5, 1915, publishes a “Library 
Honor Roll,” which consists of the 
names of the children who contributed 
to the school library fund. 


Coleman. 


The Coleman High School has estab- 
lished a magazine library and wishes 
to take this means to solicit donations 
of magazines. These magazines will be 
carefully kept, and will be of inesti- 
mable benefit to the pupils, especially 
the debating teams.—Coleman Demo- 
crat Voice, March 26, 1915. 


Crawford. 


A. H. Luck was here last Wednes- 
day with a motion picture show, his 


jfirst night being Friday at the High 


School Auditorium. Saturday night 
the show was rained out. Again Mon- 
day night he showed three reels of 
pictures. The amusing feature of the 


~ 


~~, 





show were the snap shots taken of 
Crawford people. A very large audi- 
ence was present each night and a nice 
sum was realized. Twenty per cent of 
the proceeds went to the High School 
Library fund.—Crawford Advance, Feb- 
ruary 26, 1915. 


Crosbyton. 


Feeling a need for a good school 
library and realizing that if Crosbyton 
school ever succeeds in getting one, it 
will come as the result of some kind 
of organized effort, the boys of the 
Burleson Literary Society have start- 
ed the movement. They have written 
to the government at Washington for 
books, receiving a number of appropri- 
ate publications. They are soliciting 
subscriptions to the Farm and Ranch 
and Holland’s Magazine and are hav- 
ing fair success. When they raise 
$25.00 in subscriptions they are to get a 
library of forty-eight choice books and 
for each $5.00 in subscriptions in ad- 
dition thereto they are to get seven 
select books. This is a very unselfish 
work the boys are undertaking and 
they solicit the co-operation of all who 
desire to help. 

We feel that there is enthusiasm 
enough on the part of the boys and 
educational interests enough on the 
part of the people of Crosbyton to 
make the dream of a Crosbyton Public 
School Library a tangible fact. 

Without having investigated the 
matter we feel safe in assuring the 
boys that there is hardly a friend to 
education in the whole district who 
has not one or more good books that 
he would be glad to donate to our 
school library where they may con- 
tinue to instruct and cheer and en- 
noble the lives of the Crosbyton boys 
and girls for many years hence. The 
boys have started a good work. Let 
us see them out in it. J. E. Hender- 
a eetaren Review, March 19, 
1915. 


Denton. 


The library at the high school con- 
tinues to grow.—Record and Chronicle, 
February 11, 1915. 


Donna, 


An entertainment consisting of 
drills, readings and music, together 
with a comedy, “His Model Wife,” was 
given March 5, 1915, at the high school 
auditorium for the benefit of the high 
school library. 


Eastland County. 


EASTLAND County TEACHERS’ LI- 





BRARY. Geo. Brogdon, librarian. To 
entitle a teacher to the use of the li- 
brary, he or she will be required to 
deposit $1, which will be refunded on 
demand and upon the return of the 
books. 


When writing for books please give 
first and second choice. 


The teacher is to pay postage one 
way, the library the other.—EZastland 
Chronicle, January 8, 1915. 


Falfurrias. 


A lock has been placed on the library 
door which will avoid the further mis- 
terious disappearance of books. 

Several members of the faculty are 
working on a decimal system which 
will soon go into effect. This is a sys- 
tem employed by all public libraries, 
and a very practical and sure method. 

Several new volumes in the agricul- 
tural line have been added, besides a 
number of English books.—Falfurria 
Facts, February 4, 1915. 


Fort Worth. 


Texas CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY. The 
Skiff, the college paper, on March 19, 
1915, issued a “library edition.” The 
growth of the library, the give-a-book 
movement, an editorial, “Getting the 
most out of the Library,” which ad- 
vocates a required accredited course, 
teaching the use of the library; “What 
is a Library”; a review of Miss Stearns’ 
address of March 18, a “Plea for deep- 
er and more solid reading”; and an 
article, “Value of these magazines”, to- 
gether with photographs of the li- 
brarian and of two other of the li- 
brary’s benefactors, are the chief fea- 
tures. The Library has 3905 books on 
the shelves and a campaign is now in 
progress to increase the number 
through gifts. 


Miss Stearns, who lives in Milwau- 
kee and who is a lecturer for the 
Women’s Federated clubs, addressed 
the students of T. C. U. Thursday 
morning on the subject, “The Reading 
Habit.” Miss Stearns stated that the 
American public was losing interest in 
good literature, and that it was the 
duty of college men and women to com- 
bat such a degenerating tendency. 
She stated that there were too many 
light books, and that they detracted 
from the interest which would other- 
wise be shown in the better ones. She 
said that every book which one reads 
should either inform, inspire or re- 
fresh.—Fort Worth Record, March 12, 
1915. 
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TEXAS WoMAN’'S COLLEGE. Five thou- 
sand new volumes probably will be 
added to the library of Texas Wom- 
an’s College through a campaign that 
started out to add only half that num- 
ber. President H. A. Boaz reported 
Tuesday that 2,050 books already had 
been pledged. W. F. White, a member 
of the board of trustees, has prom- 
ised $100 a year to the library fund, 
Mrs. Ann Waggoner has promised 
$100 worth of books, the Polytechnic | 
Young Men’s Business League has! 
promised $500, Mrs. M. P. Bewley $30,} 
Mrs. H. W. Williams $10 and Bert K.| 
Smith $5.—Dallas News, March 10, 


1915. 





Grapeland. 

The patrons of the High School Li- 
brary will be pleased to read the list’ 
of new books which have just been’ 
placed on the shelves. 

As a whole, the books have been 
handled carefully. In fact, some of 
them have been read numbers of times 
and are still in first class condition, it 
being an exceptional book which has 
a loose back or folded leaves. 

The latest addition to the library is 
a complete card catalogue, arranged 
by Misses Denny and Hill. It is very 
serviceable, for it enables one to get 
information about a book at a glance. 
Every book is listed twice. The name 
of the author is used in one instance 
and the name of the book in the oth- 
er.—Grapeland Messenger, February 
18, 1915. 

Lavaca County. 

The following list, showing the num- 
ber of books in the schools of Lavaca 
county, is clipped from an article by 
Superintendent Wm. Eilers in the 
Hallettsville Herald, February 12, 
1915: 

Novohrad, 13 English, 80 Bohemian. 

Greive, 140. 

Velehrad, 107. 

Komensky, 7 Bohemian, 15 German, 

and 335 English. 

Moravia, 180. 

Rocky, 31. 

Dixon, 35. 

Evergreen, 35. 

Oak Grove, 12. 

Witting, 90. 

Breslau, 25 and 100 pamphlets. 

Boethel, 10. 

Kinkler. 9. 

Green, 45. 

Bunjes, 40. 

Charlottenburg, 45. 

Stacy, 70. 

Radhost, 30. 








Pleasant Grove, 40. 

Vsetin, 37. 

Sublime, 112. 

Kopecky, 37. 

Boundary Line, 35. 

Wied, 135. 

Vysehrad, 64. 

Brown, 68. 

Old Sweet Home, 45. 

Monnerate, 84. 

Williamsburg, 68. 

Mossy Grove, 19. 

Michna, 56. 

Beasley, 75. 

South Mustang, 137. 

Sweet Home, 75. 

Thompson, 25. 

Hagan, 21. 

Adams, 50. 

Pilot Grove, 50. 

Koerth, 120. 

Lights Chapel, 10. 

Vienna, 10. 

Gephart, 45. 

Speaksville, 6. 

Granberry, 17. 

Live Oak, 9. 

The following schools have no li- 
brary: Baursville, Hackberry, Shiloh, 
Bila Hora, O. K.. Mount Olive, Pagel, 
Wenzel, Fitch, Salem, Ezzell, Klem- 
iischeck, Hope, Friendship, Terry, 
Creole, Gandy, Fuller. The Fuller 
school had a pretty good selection of 
books. but they were burned with the 
schoolhouse. 

Midway. 


A small pig, grunting and rooting 
around for choice bits to eat, usually 
represents nothing but potential bacon, 
hams, steak and sausages. There is 
a diminutive porker in McLennan 
county, however, which is expected to 
develop into something far different; 
in fact, a school library. But with all 
the present talk of teaching agricul- 
ture. why should there be such a far 
erv from nork to books? 

The Midway school is located about 
17 miles from Waco. Incidentally, it 
is one of the most up-to-date country 
schools in this section of the south. 
Four teachers are employed to instil 
into the minds of the young Texans 
such lessons as will prepare them 
better for the struggles of life. On 
the same plot of ground with the 
school house is a neat residence, occu- 
pied by the principal, R. B. Whitton 
and his wife. 

There is a reason why the Midway 
school is so progressive. That is the 
Midway Improvement club, composed 
of the parents of the children who are 
pupils in the school. The improvement 
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club is responsible for the neat school 
house, the principal’s residence, the 
fine graveled ground around the build- 
ings, and last, but not least, the pig. 

“We ought to have a school library,” 
said one Midwayian to another some 
time ago. 

Many of the Midwayians were 
thinking the same identical thing. A 
bright thought struck one man. He 
had some pigs. He gave one to the 
school. 

“Here’s a pig,” he said. “Fatten 
him up and when he is grown you can 
sell him. What you secure ought to 
afford a nucleus.” And he said nu- 
cleus, for they use that kind of words 
in the Midway neighborhood. 

The children were delighted. So 
were the teachers. They accepted the 
pig and built him a temporary home. 
Most of the pupils bring their lunches 
to school. They begged a receptacle 
(another word used at Midway). And 
into that receptacle is thrown what is 
left from the lunches. The pig is wax- 
ing fat. Not knowing that he is to be 
turned into pork, and thence into a 
library when he evolutes into a full- 
grown hog, he has nothing in the world 
to worry him.—Waco News, January 
10, 1915. 


school library have lately come. The 
pupils are enjoying the reading of 
them very much. The books include 
biography, reading matter correlated 
with class work, and other interesting 
and instructive subjects. More books 
from another company will soon ar- 
rive—Beeville Bee, January 15, 1915. 


Runge. 

The play, “Uncle Josh,” will be put 
on at the school building the last of 
February to raise funds for the 
library.—Karnes County News, Jan- 
uary 7, 1915. 


Tarrant County. 


The library committee of the Tar- 
rant county schools at its meeting Sat- 
urday purchased a set of Lodge’s His- 
tory, twenty-five volumes, for use as a 
reference work for the teachers of the 
county. A number of donations in- 
cluding a set of the “Presidents’ Mes- 
sages” from Washington down through 
Taft’s administration, have been re- 
ceived.—Fort Worth Record, January 
10, 1915. 


Woosley. 
Woosley School Library is a lusty 


infant erying for food. Thus far about 
thirty-seven nice cloth bound volumes 





have been donated to it. All of them 
are highly appreciated.—Point Enter- 
A number of new books for the! prise, March 4, 1915. 


Olmos. 





NEWS NOTES OF TEXAS ART LEAGUES. 


BLUEBONNETS DECORATE NEW POTTERY. 
By Mrs. FREp Scort. 


The Texas bluebonnet has become famous throughout the land, and 
it has been the women of Texas who have contrived to bring to this 
beautiful Texas flower the honor that is its due. They have made 
it the state flower, the flower of the Texas Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, and of the Colonial Dames of Texas. They have written 
poetry, sung songs, and painted pictures with the bluebonnet as the 
central theme; they have created a bluebonnet sentiment. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that further notice should be given 
this lovely flower that makes a carpet of blue, deeper than the color 
of the skies, over field and prairie in the glorious spring of the year. 
This time the flower has been made the decorative motif for vase and 
tile of the Rookwood pottery, and again it was due to an Austin 
woman that the possibilities of Texas scenes and Texas flowers were 
recognized for decoration of this world-renowned pottery. 

Last week Miss Fanny Andrews received at Ye Quality Shop five 
pieces of Rookwood pottery, made especially for her, featuring blue- 
bonnets and Austin scenes. These are the first that have ever been 
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made, and naturally create a great deal of interest. Miss Andrews 
says that she has been two years in trying to get these bluebonnet 
pieces, and feels that her efforts have been crowned with success in 
the beauty of the achievement. The only other state scenery that has 
been utilized for decorative purposes of the Rookwood ware is that 
of Colorado, whose wondrous mountain views have been much admired 
by Mrs. Adams, one of the moving spirits of Rookwood, who spends 
much of her time in Colorado. It was through her that Miss Andrews 
brought about the recognition of Texas scenery, as a new field for 
decorative effects. 

To obtain these five pieces many were spoiled in the making, as the 
blending of the colors is new and difficult. One tile is a scene of a 
bluebonnet field, for which Miss Andrews’ sent a color-photography 
plate made by Dr. J. M. Kuehne of the University. This tile is an 
exquisite bit of artistic coloring framed in bronze gold. The smallest 
of the vases has a scene of the Colorado River, with the mountains 
in the distance and bluebonnets in the foreground. The soft blues, 
greens, grays and browns are blended perfectly, and make of the 
little vase an exquisite bit of art. A larger vase in shapely form has 
bluebonnet sprays on a blue-gray background. For this piece Miss 
Andrews sent a bluebonnet plant, roots and all, which they planted and 
grew in their greenhouse at the pottery, for a model. A second tile 
has a Texas creek scene with a misty moss-covered tree, which is ex- 
tremely beautiful and artistic. The largest vase is also decorated with 
Texas scenery, in which a bluebonnet field forms the foreground, ex- 
tending into a misty haze of trees. These pieces are the work of 
artists—Edward Diers, Lena Asbury and J. C. MeLauchlin. 

Miss Andrews has a large tile showing a Colorado mountain scene, 
but the Texas bluebonnets and summer landscape compare most favor- 
ably with the Colorado scene. In fact, those who looked at the two— 
Texas and Colorado—as shown in the tiles, decided the Texas scene 
was the prettier. It contained all the warmth and beauty of our 
Southern sun and atmosphere, while the Colorado mountains seemed 


cold and distant.—Austin American, November 15, 1914. 
Anson, by a living Austin sculptor, Mr. Mans- 


A valuable collection of colored re- bendel. Mr. Mansbendel’s beautiful 


production of the great masterpieces 
has been secured for its educational 
value to the school and will be on ex- 
hibition at the high school building, 
beginning Tuesday, January 26th, con- 
tinuing through the week.—Western 
Enterprise, January 22, 1915. 


Austin. 

Ney Studio was open to all visitors 
in the city yesterday—club women, 
teachers, legislators and their wives, 
and by request will again open its doors 
this afternoon from 4 to 6 o’clock. 

The members of the Fine Arts Asso- 
ciation welcomed the guests, who not 
only were interested in the work and 
workrooms of the famous sculptor, but 





were delighted with an art similar, but 


work is shown in mantel panels, trays, 
lamp pedestals, chairs, footstools and 
other articles in mahogany, walnut and 
maple.—Austin American, January 19, 
1915. 


Lorado Taft of Chicago, one of the 
foremost sculptors in America, will 
lecture in Austin April 5 and 6. Mr. 
Taft will make an extensive tour of 
Texas, visiting Austin, San Antonio, 
Houston, Galveston, Waco, Dallas, 
Fort Worth and Denton. He will 
spend two days in Austin, giving two 
lectures while here. The annual meet- 


ing of the Texas Fine Arts Associa- 
tion will be held April 5 and 6 at the 
Elizabeth Ney Museum.—Austin States- 
man, March 23, 1915. 


The large attendance at the Gregg 
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Singing Gallery,” 


College of Industrial Arts here. 


‘tion as the originals in the Cathedral 


"News, November 20, 1914. 
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House art exhibit during the few aft- 
ernoons it has been open to the public 
has proved a source of much gratifica- 
tion to the membership of the Austin 
Art League, under whose auspices the 
exhibit is given.—Austin Statesman, 
February 14, 1915. 


College Station. 


Pictures of world-famous buildings 
are being hung on the walls of the de- 
partment of drawing at the Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College. The 
first shipment of these pictures arrived 
today. Included in the list are hand- 
gome photographs of temples and 
arches of Rome, Florence and Venice. 
—Austin American, February 21, 1915. 


Dallas. 


On January 9 the Dallas Art Asso- 
ciation will begin a series of talks, 
which will take place each week dur- 
ing January, February, March and 
April. It has been the custom of the 
Art Association since its inception to 
give to its patrons and the Dallas pub- 
lic at least one lecture during the win- 
ter season, and in the past they have 
brought to Dallas, among other noted 
men, Walter Sargent of the Chicago 
Art Institute, wWorado Taft of Chicago 
and H. H. Powers of Boston. This year 
the plan has been broadened and en- 
larged until it embraces eleven or 
twelve lectures during the spring 
months. Two special attractions of 
these lectures are (1) that the Park 
Board has been so generous as to pro- 
vide ample heat in the public art gal- 
lery in Fair Park, so that the lectures 
can be given in the gallery, and (2) 
that, while an exact program has not 
yet been arranged, it will include 
short, informal talks by half a dozen 
or more of Dallas’ enthusiastic lovers 
of art who are qualified to make their 
particular phase of the subject inter- 
esting as well as instructive.—Dallas 
News, January 3, 1915. 


Denton. 


COLLEGE OF INDUSTRIAL ARTS. Ten 
panels, composing the frieze of “The 
by the _ sculptor, 
Luca Della Robbia, have very recently 
been placed in the auditorium of the 
The 
frieze is the gift of the graduating 
classes of 1911 and 1914. They have 
been placed in practically the same posi- 


museum of Florence. They are exact 
duplicates and cost about $350.—Waco 








Fort Worth. 


The sixth annual exhibition of 
American paintings at the Carnegie li- 
brary was the center of interest for art 
lovers. Each afternoon the gallery has 
been thronged with deeply interested 
visitors closely studying the various 
pictures. Visitors have been especiai.y 
impressed at the keen interest man'- 
fested in the pictures by children ~ 
all ages, who can be found in the gal- 
lery every afternoon and all day Sat- 
urday studyin~ the pictures.—Fort 
Worth Record, Januarv 10. 1915. 

Gathered through.the untiring ef- 
forts of the Fort Worth Art Associa- 
tion, a permanent art collection is now 
established in connection with the 
Carnegie Library. It includes many 
paintings, by well known American 
artists and is well worth the admira- 
tion of the most discriminating art 
connoisseurs. 

Art association members have found 
the annual loan exhibitions of the 
American Federation of Arts of great 
assistance in assembling the Fori 
Worth collection. From each of the 
six annual exhibits shown here one 
painting has been purchased. The 
women’s clubs of Fort Worth have 
each year appropriated funds for the 
purpose and private citizens have done 
their part. 

At the sixth exhibition of the Ari 
Federation’s paintings, just concluded, 
there was an attendance of 4,482 per- 
sens. 

Fort Worth’s permanent collection is 
located on the second floor of the west 
wing of the library.—Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram, February 14, 1915. 


Galveston. 


Forty-six paintings in the Alexander 
Robinson art collection, which will be 
exhibited in the Masonic Temple from 
February 4 to 15, under the auspices 
of the Galveston Art eLague have 
reached the city.—Galveston News, 
January 31, 1915. 

There will be a meeting of the direc- 
tors of the Galveston Art league Mon- 
day afternoon at 4:30 p. m. at the Ball 
school to discuss the ways and means 
of bringing the exhibitions of paint- 
ings to this city, some time about the 
15th of April or a little later. There 
seems to be an awakening of art in- 
terest in Galveston and the Galveston 
Art league, whose chief object is to fos- 
ter this interest, is doing everything 
in its power to place before the public 
the original work of artists—Galveston 
Tribune, March 13, 1915. 
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Houston, 

The Houston Art League has estab- 
lished temporary headquarters in the 
former Eckhardt residence, at the cor- 
ner of Main street and Jefferson ave- 
nue. The lower floor of the house has 
been decorated and arranged with a 
view to furnishing a suitable and ap- 
propriate setting for the exhibits now 
on display. 

These exhibits present a rather syr- 
prising collection, both as to num- 
ber and variety. Most of them have 
been loaned by residents of the city, 
and an inspection conveys the impres- 
sion that Houston is a more cosmo- 
politan art center than the casual ob- 
server might suspect. 

At present the league has 149 per- 
manent contributors at $1 a year each, 
when as a matter of fact it should 
have ten times that number.—Houston 
Chronicle, December 5, 1914. 

For the first time during its four- 
teen years of existence, the Houston 
Art League has a man acting in the 
capacity of president. 

The first woman president was Mrs. 
R. S. Lovett, a former resident of 
Houston and now of New York. The 
last retiring president was her sister, 
Mrs. Gentry Waldo. The new presi- 
dent is Professor A. L. Guerard of the 
Rice Institute. 

Professor Guerard reviewed the 
work thus far accomplished. He 
showed that the Art League had placed 
collections of fine prints and imported 
copies of famous works of art in all 
city school buildings, even frequently 
attending to the framing. Much to the 
astonishment of those assembled, it 
was learned that the actual money 
value of the art collections thus far 
placed in the schools represented $22,- 
000.—Ibid., February 18, 1915. 


San Antonio. 

The sixth annual exhibition of se- 
lected paintings by American artists, 
assembled for the Texas circuit by the 
American Federation of Arts, will be 
seen in San Antonio in the auditorium 
of the Carnegie Library Wednesday, 
March 10, being the opening day of the 
exhibit. It is planned to have talks 
on art Sunday afternoon and at various 
times in the course of the week, these 
talks to be made by resident artists. 
R. J. Onderdonk will give an informal 
talk Thursday afternoon of this week, 
as the inauguration of afternoon talks, 
discussions and explanations of the 
pictures—San Antonio Light, March 
7, 1915. 





Waco. 

The Waco Morning News of March 
14 contains the following review of 
the Waco Art League written by Mrs. 
H. C. Lindsey: 

“In May, 1900, at the call of Mrs. 
Edward Rotan, a number of men and 
women met with Mr. and Mrs. Rotan 
to form an art association. Great en- 
thusiasm was manifest, ard the Waco 
Art League was the outcome. C. H. 
Cox, an English cotton buyer and 
water color artist, then living in Waco, 
assisted with plans and ideas. 


“The purpose of the league was to 
be education and cultivation of artis- 
tic taste in children, and to stimulate 
desire for home decoration. Fifty 
members were enrolled, several men 
among these, and provision was made 
for monthly meetings. For one year, 
the league was directed by Mr. Cox, a 
man, gentle, artistic and kind, a deeply 
artistic temperament, full of plans for 
his dear league. Supplemental to the 
league proper was a class to sketch 
from life under Mr. Cox’s supervision. 
A number of school children joined. 
They were much interested, and the 
class was a success. ' 

“The first exhibition, a simple af- 
fair, was the collection of pictures from 
Mrs. Kimball of Galveston. Other ex- 
hibitions were discussed, but the plans 
were never matured. Programs were 
made for the regular meetings. One 
delightful afternoon was a talk from 
Mr. Cox upon Longfellow’s ‘Evangel- 
ine,’ illustrated by his own pictures, 
later the much valued gift to the high 
school. Miss Kate Friend also gave 
an interesting illustrated description 
from her being eyewitness to the 
funeral cortege of the late Queen Vic- 
toria, as the body passed through Lon- 
don. The especial work of this year 
was in the high school. The Evan- 
geline collection was presented by Mr. 
Cox in the name of the Art league. 
Designs for decorating the lower hall 
of what is now Central Grammar 
school were obtained from Denver. 
Plans were made to carry out this de 
sign, but they were not effected until 
later. Mrs. Rotan was then president 
of the City Federation of Women’s 
clubs; the league assisted the federa- 
tion. in bringing Mrs. Sherwood for 
her first lecture in Waco. This was 
auite a financial success. Through 
the late Mrs. S. W. Cohen, the Art 
league assisted in decorating the pri- 
mary rooms of Columbus Street school. 

“In 1901, by acclamation, Mr. Cox 
was re-elected president. Mr. Cox 
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went for his vacation into Canada, and 
from there to his art classes at the 
Boulder chautauqua. Later in the 
summer, all were shocked to hear of 
his very sudden death. His body was 
brought to Waco; he sleeps at Oak- 
wood, covered every spring by the 
beautiful buffalo clover he loved so 
well and which was such an inspira- 
tion to his brush. This passing away 
was a keen loss to the Art league, yet 
it gave his friends the determination 
that future success should mean a 


ld 
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“At once the name was changed to 
the ‘Cox Art League.’ The first work 
was to put into execution the plans 
for the high school hall. Fresh cal- 
somining was done and stencilling to 
produce a Roman design which Mr. 
Cox already had in his possession. 
The Evangeline pictures were hung. 
A number of handsome plaster casts 
were given and placed in permanent 
position. Several pictures were do- 
nated to the school rooms. The league 
assisted) the students to pay for a 
bronze tablet, bearing the profile of 





memorial to Mr. Cox. 


TENTATIVE LIST OF COLLE 


Mr. Cox.” 


GE AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES 





IN TEXAS. 


(Those marked with an asterisk (*) are 


Place Name 
Abilene Carnegie Publie Library 
Amarillo 


Archer City 
*Aransas Pass 
Austin 


State Library 

Supreme Court Library 

University of Texas 
Library 


Ballinger Carnegie Public Library 

*Bastrop Public Library 

Bay City Publie Library 

Beeville 

Belton Carnegie Public Library 

Brenham Publie Library 

*Brownfield 

Brownwood Carnegie Public Library 

*Brownsville Learners’ Library 

Bryan Carnegie Public Library 

*Burleson Woman’s Eumathian 
Club 

Canyon West Texas State Nor- 


Chappell Hill 


mal College 
Chappell Hill Library 
Association 


*Cisco Publie Library 
Cleburne Carnegie Public Library 
Coleman .  Publie Library 

College Station A. & M. College Library 
Collegeport Public Library 
Comanche 

Cooper Cooper Library Assn. 
Corpus Christi La Retama Library 
Corsicana Carnegie Public Library 


subscription libraries. ) 
Librarian 


Emma L. Taylor 


E. W. Winkler 
L. K. Smoot 
John E. Goodwin 


Mrs. W. S. Fleming 
Mrs. A. B. MeLeary 
Emma Lee 

Annette Ray 

Pink Noel 


Anna Kelley 
Willie Rogers 


Tennessee Malone 


Rebecca Royall 


Mrs. W. H. Thomas: 
Mrs. T. C. Morris 


Mrs. C. J. Dibrell 
Marie von Blucher 
Mrs. Mattie C.. Houston 








Dallas 


Denison 
Denton 


El Paso 
Fort Worth 


Francitas 
Franklin 
Gainesville 
Galveston 


Georgetown 
Greenville 
Groesbeck 
*Hamilton 
Harrisburg 
*Haskell 
*Hereford 
Houston 


Huntsville 
*Jacksboro 
Jacksonville 
Jefferson 
Kingsville 
*Kyle 
*Lampasas 
Laredo 
*Llano 
Lockhart 
*Loraine 
*Manor 


*Marshall 
McGregor 
Memphis 
*Mercedes 
Midland 
Mission 
*Morgan 
Nacogdoches 
Palestine 
Pecos 
Pittsburg 
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Public Library 

Oak Cliff Branch 

XXI Club Library 

College of Industrial Arts 

North Texas State 
Normal 

Public Library 

Carnegie Public Library 

Texas Christian Uni- 
versity 

Texas Woman’s College 

Francitas Library Club 

Carnegie Publie Library 

Public Library 

Rosenberg Library 

University of Texas 
Medical Library 

Southwestern University 

Carnegie Public Library 


Library Association 

Publie Library 

Magazine Club-Library 

Publie Library 

Houston Lyceum and 
Carnegie Library 

Law Library 

Rice Institute 

Sam Houston Normal 

Library Club 

Library Association 

Carnegie Publie Library 


Public Library 

Laredo Library 
Clopton Publie Library 
Eugene Clark Library 


Tuesday Book Club’s 
Library 

Publie Library 

Publie Library 

Publie Library 

Publie Library 

Publie Library 


Publie Library 
Publie Library 
Publie Library 
Publie Library 
Carnegie Library 





Rosa M. Leeper 
Ella E. Packard 


M. L. Williams 
Mrs. Pearl C. McCracken 


Mrs. Edith G. Coyne 
Mrs. Charles Scheuber 
Nell Andrew 


Lillian Gunter 
Frank C. Patten 
Annabelle Norwood 


Mrs. Margaret McKennon 
Ida Pennington 


Grace Lucas 
Julia Ideson 


Mary Smither 


Beatrice Guerrero 


Mae Camp 
Mrs. W. H. Wentland 


Mrs. Carrie Eads 

Ora Brandon 

Elizabeth K. Hugheston 
Miss McClellan 

Mrs. A. W. Binyon 


Miss Clifton Hill 
Constance Burrows 
Mrs. Lobby 


Margaret Kirschbaum 
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*Plainview 
Port Arthur 
Rice 
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Carnegie Library 


Rosenberg Publie Library Irene E. Muleahay 
Rusk 

San Antonio Carnegie Public Library Elizabeth H. West 
San Benito Publie Library 


San Marcos 


Southwest Texas Normal 
Library 


Mrs. Lucy Burleson 


Seabrook Publie Library Mrs. O. E. Wiltsie 
Sherman Publie Library Mrs. Nora Key Weems 
Stamford Carnegie Public Library Euna Burrow 
Sulphur Sprgs. Carnegie Public Library Mrs. N. M. White 
Taylor Publie Library 
Temple Carnegie Public Library Mrs. W. S. Banks 
Terrell Carnegie Public Library Mrs. AngusE. Alexander 
Toyah 
Tyler Carnegie Public Library Ethel Pitcher 
*Victoria Bronte Library Mrs. A. B. Peticolas 
Waco Baylor University W. P. Lewis 

Library 

Publie Library Pauline McCauley 

Waxahachie Nicholas P. Sims Irene D. Gallaway 

Library 
Wharton Publie Library 
Winnsboro Carnegie Public Library Mrs. T. U. Bozeman 


Since going to press, M. C. Klaerner of Brenham has been ap- 
pointed State Librarian. 

Mr. Klaerner was for seven years County Superintendent of Wash- 
ington County, and in that position he was instrumental in bring- 
ing about many reforms in the educational affairs of the county. 
As County Superintendent he became thoroughly familiar with the 
need of adequate library privileges for the rural schools. Under 
Mr. Klaerner’s administration much is to be expected in the de- 
velopment of a State system of traveling libraries. 

Mr. Klaerner assumed the librarianship April 15. 





